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MISSOULA STUDENTS RECEIVE FUNDING FOR RESEARCH
MISSOULA Four Missoula students in the Division of Biological Sciences at The University
of Montana have received funding for their summer research projects.
The students earned funding through the Integrated Biological Science Courses
Organized Around Research Experiences project (Project IBS-CORE), which is"
designed to involve undergraduate students in biological research.
Senior Alex Rodriguez’s project is titled'“The Quantification of Microbial
Communities in Soils Associated with Centaurea Maculosa Lam (Spotted Knapweed).”
Using isolated DNA samples, he will study interactions between spotted knapweed and
the plant species with which it competes to see if the destructive weed is driven indirectly
through associations with microorganisms in the soil.
Junior James Stephens-Brown’s project is titled “Analysis of Mixed Function
Antimicrobials in the Inhibition of Legionella Pneumophila Infection and Replication
Within the Acanthamoeba Castellanii.” He will work to find a way to prevent spread of
the bacterium that causes Legionnaires’ disease. It is commonly found in water-cooling
towers, swimming pools, spas and showers.
Junior Nathan Stevens’ project is titled “ITS rDNA Sequence Variation Between
Chlamydomonas Nivalis Populations of Western Montana and Northern Wyoming.” He
will study the red-colored snow that often appears in late spring or early summer. Algae
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that are found in mountainous regions throughout the world and thrive at relatively low
temperatures cause the red color. Stevens will apply molecular genetics to compare .
differences in populations of algae in Montana and Wyoming.
Junior Colby Stoddard’s project is titled “Effects of Nucleocapsid and Gag
Protein on HIV-2 Dimerization.” Usually mention of human immunodeficiency virus
means the HIV-1 strain - but there’s another strain known as HIV-2 that is associated
with the same opportunistic illnesses that result from HIV-1 infection. Stoddard will
study the role of nucleic acid-protein interactions in HIV-2.
The students will receive a monthly stipend of S700 for three months, plus a
budget of up to $1,000 for project-related materials and travel. Now in its third year,
r

Project IBS-CORE is funded by a $1.4 million grant from the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute and has supported the research of 49 UM undergraduate students.
“Conducting a research project is the best way for students to learn science,”
said Don Christian, associate dean of the Division of Biological Sciences. “This project
has expanded the opportunities that we can provide for our students to learn in this
unique w ay.”
For more information about the 2001 research fellows and their work, visit the
project's Web site at ibscore.dbs.umt.edu/fellows01.htm.
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